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REASONS for Suppreſſing 
theTearly-Fair in Brook- 
field Weſtminſter; com- 
monly called Mavy-Fair. 


HE Fair, commonly call'd 
May-Fair, was granted by 
King James II. under the 
Great-Seal, in the Fourth Year of 
his Reign, to Sir John Coell and his 
Heirs for Ever, in Truſt for the 
Right Honourable Henry Lord Do- 
I ver and his Heirs for Ever; to be 
held in the Field call'd Brookfield, 
in the Pariſh of St. Martins Weſt- 
minſter, to commence on the Firſt 
Day of May, and to continue 
Fiveteen Days after it Yearly for E- 
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4 Reaſons for Suppreſſing 
ver, for the Sale of all manner of 
Goods and Merchandice. 
There was a Grant of two Mar- 
kets every Week made by King 
Charles II. in the Fiveteenth Year © 
his Reign, for the Sale of Live 
Cattle and other Goods, in theſ of 
ſame Place, but no Fair granted 
before that now mentioned: Sol}, | 
that it hath now continued about all 
Twenty Years. of 
In this time, ſad Experience hath S 
demonſtrated, that this Grant, how- oe! 
ever well intended, hath been officy, 
very ill Conſequence, tending to 
corrupt the Minds and Manners of N. 
very many People; inſomuch fo 
thac it is now become one of the me 
moſt peſtilent Nurſeries of Impiety If , 
and Vice; and one of the moſt an 
Notorious Occaſions of Riot and zm 
Diſor der. ISr 


Multitudes of the Booths erected pa 


in this Fair, are not for Trade and g ; 


Mer- * 
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Merchandice, but for Muſick, Shoes, 
Drinking, Gaming, Rafting, Lotte- 
ries, Stage-Plays, and Drolls; which 
are conſtant and open Scenes of 
Inpiety and Profaneneſs, and very 
frequently the Stalls of Vice, and 
of Impurities not to be mention d. 
All theſe tend to draw together 
a lewd and diſorderly Mob from 
all Parts, who run into all Exceſs 
of Riot: Like lo many Common 
th. Shores emptying themſelves into one 
general Receptacle, which ſoon be- 
otſcomes an intolerable Nu ſance. 
to The Confluence of ſuch a vaſt 
of Number of rude and debauch'd Per- 
ch ſons, naturally produces the ut- 
he moſt Enormities, that the brutal 
ety Luſts and Paſſions of ſhameleſs 
oft and ungovernable Perſons can be 
nd magined to put in Practice: Which 
s the diſmal Caſe of this licentious 


ed Fair, ro the Diſhonour of Al- 
4 d LU ohty God, and the reformed Re- 
er- | © 
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6 Reaſons for Suppreſſing 
ligion, and to the Reproach of Her 
Majeſties Government, and of Her 
Royal City of Weſtminſter. 1 
For this Fair is in truth now) 
turn'd into a heady and uncontro- 
lable RIOT; and all Wiſe and 
Serious People complain of it, to 
as of a Notorious and intolerableFh: 
Scandal. R 
' Such abominable Acts of Leud- P. 
neſs have been openly committed 
in theſe Fields, before the Noon- o 
day Sun, as may not be ſo much ac 
as mentiond in Tenderneſs tro! cc 
Chriſtian Modeſly : And even the n. 
Offenders themſelves have been (a 
found to ſhift the Habits of their | 4 
Sex, to give the Reins to their N 
baſe Inclinations with greater Free- 
dom. 
Here many Apprentices and other 
* Voung-Perſons have been decoy d and 
drawn to Gaming and other Ex- 
pences z and after their being cher, | 
ted 
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ted of what Money they had, have 
peen ſent home to the Caſh of their 
Parents and Maſters, to refit them- 
ſelves for an Impoveriſhment. And 
too many of theſe at laſt being in- 
Jured to Vice, and finding no Means 
ir, to accommodate their expenſive Luſts, 
ble have taken to Houſe-breaking, and 
JRobbing on the High-way, to make 
yd. Proviſion for their Vices. 
ted Hither do the infamous Keepers 
n- of Brothels and Houſes of Lewdneſs 
ch adjourn the Congreſs of their Ac- 
to complices; and find the new Scene 
he no ſmall Advantage to their old V- 
en | lanies : So that a worſe Method to 
eir debauch Youth, and corrupt the 
cir Noble Cities of London and Weſt- 
: minſter, can hardly be imagined, 
| There is but one thaty ſeems more 
; pernicious, and that is the pra- 


which is indeed worſe in this 
| reſpect ; that whilſt this Fair de- 
i A 4 bauches 


fane and licentious PLAY-HOUSE, 
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bauches and undoes the meane 
tort of People, the STAGE corrupt 
and deſtroys Perſons of ſuperio 
Quality and Capacity; and is certain 
ly more infamous than ever the Thea 
tres of Heathen Rome and Greece 
were of old: which loudly call; 
for Redreſs, from all ſuch as have 
a juſt Regard for the Honour o 
God, and the Intereſt of Religion. 

It is a very unhappy Circumſtance! 
of this Fair, that it begins with the 


prime Beauty of the Year ; in which! 
many innocent Perſons incline to 
walk into the Fields and Out- parts 
of the City, to divert themſelves, 
as they very Jawfully may: But 


many times, when they come in 


View of this unhappy Fair, they 
fall-in with it: And tho at firſt, 
they only intended to walk thro it 
for Curioſity, Js being gotten with- 

Temptation, they 


in the Circle o 


conſent to enter into a Booth, and 
there 
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there they fall into ill Company, 
and are ſurrounded with Tempta- 


tions which riſe higher and higher; 


and one Breach of Modeſty open- 
ing the Way to a greater, they are 
at length entangled and overcome ; 
and return at laſt with great Guilt, 
if not with utter Ruine: having 
perhaps been puſh'd into that deep 
Ditch, into which ſuch fall as are 
abhorred of the Lord. 

To draw the utmoſt Reſort that 
may be to this Rendezvous of Im- 
piety, there are (during the long 


time of it) large Papers poſted on 


the Gates, and cheif Places of Con- 
courſe throughout the Cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, printed in ſuch 
large Capitals, that he that runs may 
read them; to invite all People to 
the Diverſions of the neighbouring 
Carnival ; which vain and wicked 
Perſons will not fail to partake 
of, tho' they beggar themſelves, 

| ſtarve 
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10 Reaſons fe or S uppreſſing 
ſtarve their Families, and ruine their 
Souls thereby. 


By theſe and other Means, a vaſt | 
Throng of rude and diſſolute People 


flock together, and innumerable Cri- 
mes are committed with the greateſt 
Impudence: inſomuch that the Riots 
and Diſorders of this Fair are now 
grown to ſuch a Height, that they 


are incurable by common Remedies. | 
The ordinary Courſe of the Law is 


not ſufficient to keep the Peace, and 


preſerve common Order among 


them. They contemn Juſtice, and 
inſult the Orcers of it. 


The Gentlemen of the Grand- 
Jury of Middleſex have frequently | 
complained of this, and have pre- 
ſented this Fair as a great and into- 
jerable Nuſance for many Years | 


ſucceſſively: One of their Preſent- 


ments of this Import is not yet a 
Month Old. The Bench of Juſti- 


2. ² A Vt. E!!!! 


cs ar Hickss-Hall have conſulted 


ſe- 


at a Seſſions held at Hichss-Hall, A, 
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ſeveral Vears, at the Return of this 
Seaſon, by what Means they 


might redreſs this common and 


orand Greivance, They have de- 
clared, that it will be in vain, in 
a great Meaſure, for them to at- 
tempt, and impoſſible to accom- 
pliſh, the excellent Deſign of Her 
Majeſties Proclamation for the Sup- 
preſſion of Profaneneſs and Vice, 


if ſuch Notorious Cauſes of it, as 
this FAIR is, be not removed. 
And at their laſt Seſſons, this Wor- 


ſhipful Bench have honourably re- 


new'd their Preſentment againſt this 
| diſſolute Fair, with ſuch a ſenſe of 
the Milchicfs of it, that the Rea- 
der is preſented with the View of it, 
and of the Preſentment made the 
| laſt Term by 


the Grand Jury at 
Weſtminſter, in the Cloſe of this 


Paper. 


t ought to be remember d, that 


D. 
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12 Reaſons for Suppreſſing 
D. 1702. the Juſtices iſſued out 
very ſtrict Orders to the Conſtables 
of St. Martins, and the adjoining 
Pariſhes, to exert their Power to 


preſerve Her Majeſties Peace and 
keep good Order in this Fair. The 
Refale of which was, that the Con- 
ſtables and their Aſſiſtants were vio- 
lently ſet upon in the Fair by about 
30 Perfons with drawn Swords, 
and by a numerous Mob with 
Stones and Dirt: Mr. John Cooper, 
one of the Conſtables, was kill d | 


by them, in the Execution of his 


Office; (for whoſe Murder Cook the | 
Fencing-Maſter was Executed) and 
eight other Perſons were wound- |: 


ed; at another Time, one was drag d 
thro a Horſe-Pond,and the reſt forc'd 
ro quir the Fair to ſave their Lives. 
Yea, they have ſometimes purſued 
the Conſtables to the very Doors of 
the neighbouring Juſtices of the 
Peace; and the Juſtices themſelves 

have 
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have not been able to protect them, 
by reaſon of the Numbers and In- 


ſolence of the riotous Mob. 


Here we ſee Juſtice and the Laws 
trampled on, the Peace-Offcers, who 


1 repreſent Her Majeſties Perſon, ſcorn- 
ed, inſulted, and murderd, and 
Government it ſelf made a May-Game : 
1 So that here is a pregnant Nurſery 
of Treaſon and Rebellion, as well as 


of other Enormities. 


The ſame worthy Bench of Juſti- 


ces being deſirous to leave nothing 


unattempted that ſeemed likely ro 


put a ſtop to theſe intolerable Diſ- 
orders, notwithſtanding the Defeat 
of their former Endeavours, came 


to a Reſolution at their Seſſions 


1 holden on the 23d of April laſt, to 
recommend it to the Juſtices of the 
Peace who live in the Neighbour- 


hood of this Fair (the Names of 


Eleven of thole Gentlemen being 


mentioned in the Order) to con- 


vene 


14 Nesſons for Suppreſing 
vene before them, the Conſtables 
and Head-boroughs of the Pa- 
riſh of St. Martins, and the neigh- 


bouring Precincts, and to order 
them, in their Turns, to attend the 


ſaid Fair; giving them a ftri& | 
Charge to preſerve Her Majeſties 
Peace therein, and to prevent the 
uſual Riots and Miſchievous Diſ- 


orders thereof; and to bring the 
Offenders to due Pumiſhment. Bur 
this commendable Care of theſe 


worthy Magiſtrates hath not been 


ſufficient to repreſs the uſualEnormi- 


ties. The Peace-Officers WERE out- 


rag d as formerly, and theScandalous 
Licence of the riotous Multitude ap- 


pears to be an incurable Evil. This 
is matter of complaint among all | 
ſober People, who lameht, that in 
ſuch a well-orderd Government as 


that of this Nation, now in the 
Hands of one of the beſt of Mo- 
narchs, ſo peſtilent and extenſive an 


—— — — 


Evil | 


nu 
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Evil as this ſhould be deem d re- 
.| edileſs. 


What Grief of Heart doth it An- 
nually bring to pious Magiſtrates 
and Miniſters, to conſider, at the 


appearance of God's Bleſſings in 
the Bloom and Beauty of the Year, 
that now thoſe Floodgates of Impiety 
are about to be ſet open, by 
which the infinite Good and Great 


G OD will be blaſphemed, all that 
is good and decent out- rag d, and the 


very Deſign of the Inſtitution of Ma- 
giſtracy and the Goſpel-Miniſtry per- 
verted: As if . Light and Darkneſs 
had exchanged Natures, and Vir- 
tue and Vice had ſhifted Scenes. 


It is certainly the moſt Divine 


1 Uſe of Government and Power, and 
| moſt directly anſwers the End of 
| its Inſticution, that it be exerted to 
| luppreſs Vice and Impicty, and to 


advance Virtue and Religion. This 
conſerves the Honour and Peace of 
_an- 


16 Reaſons for Suppreſſng 
Mankind, prevents National Guilt 
and Judgments, and tends to the beſt 
Account for that weighty Talent, 
that they can make, who are intruſted . 
with it. Yea, this is the trueſt | 
Kindneſs to thoſe unhappy Perſons 
who are captivated by the Bands 
of Vice, who, when their Reaſon 
regains its Power, will acknowledge 
the infinite Obligation of ſtopping 
their Courſe in Vice, with due Thank- 
fulneſs. | 
The Honourable Court of A.- 
dermen and Common-Council of the 
City of London have lately given a 


noble Inſtance of their Senſe of 


this matter; by their effectual Sup- 
preſſion of the Scandals of Bartho- 
lomew-Fair in Weſt-Smithfield, upon 
a due Repreſentation of the Caſe 
made to them. Truly, this will 
be recorded to their perpetual Ho- 
nour: In that they lo readily, ſo 
unanimouſly, and ſo effectually de- 

mon- 
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onſtrated their Zeal for GOD 
nd good Manners, upon the firſt 
Motion made to them concerning 
t; whereby they have, like good 
znd worthy Patriots, delivered their 
F ity and Poſterity from a pregnant 
"> Cauſe of Divine Wrath. 

We are informed from Fenice, 
That the eminent Senate there iſſued 
dat a ſtrict Order the laſt Year for 
he Suppreſſing of blaſpbemous and 
bſcene Speeches; decreeing Puniſh- 
ents to the Keepers of Publick- 
Houſes, wherein ſuch Offences ſhall 


ent and Reward to ſuch as ſhall 
nform againſt them, with the Con- 
ealment of their Names; ordering 
Puniſhment rothe Offenders, of what 
Quality ſoever, by Fines, Pillory, 
Whippings, Priſons, Galleys, Muti- 
ation of the Tongue, and cven to 
Death it ſelf in ſome Caſes. And 
his their Order is appointed to be 
pub- 
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18 RNeaſons for Suppreſſing 
publickly read in all their Church 
on every Firſt Sunday in the Month fro 
and to be affixed once every Yeaſty« 
on all their Churches, Inns, Tobacf u 
co- Shops, and all Places of publicſſ up 
Reſort. " 

We are inform'd alſo, That if a; 
lome popiſh Countries, the uſua C 
Stage-Plays ate laid aſide in this ca wi 
lamitous time of War. On which th 
Occaſion virtuous Minds cannot 
but lament that the Stage with u 
goes on in its Impieties without Re 
medy ; preſuming ſtill to skreeq 
their Enormities under the Namf 
and Authority of one of the beſt off 
PRINCES. A very dilmal} 
Thought; that in a Chriſtian State] g. 
and in the Profeſſion of the Refor-Y F 
med Religion, there can yet be na 
effectual Means to prevent th: E 
Diabolical Artifice of debauching byte 
Diverſion, and deſtroying in Sport. v 
/ 
This 
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This fetchd many a deep Sigh 
from the Heart of the late moſt Re- 
verend Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon; and 
whilſt his excellent Sermons remain 
lick upon Earth, they will. bear his Te- 
ſtimony againſt theſe Play- Houſes, 
Mas NURSERIES of Lewdneſs, and 
ua} CHAPPELS of the .Devil: as who 
ca would reſtifie to the World, that in 
cl them the Almighty G OD is defied, 
good Manners corrupted, and whole 
Hecatombs of Souls offered up to 
the Deſtreyer. 
"Theſe Thoughts ſat heavily on 
che Mind of the late Earl of Ro- 
A cheſter in his laſt Hours, who im- 
i puted a giear Part of his Extraya- 
I gancies to his reading and ſeeing of 
3 Pliys, averring, That many of the beſt 
Parts in the Nation were undone there- 
wy vy. And it is at this Day mat- 
ter of unſpeakable Grief to all the 
t. virtuons Part of this great and noble 
and, to fee the Nets of Impiety 
nu] 5 1 and 


che 
th 
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and Vice openly ſpread in our Capi. 
tal City, * © baked, that 151 N 
hardly poſſible for youthful Spe, 
tors to eſcape Ruine from them Ie 
and that no Remedy appears from 4, 
the Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Power. h 
How renowned, how bleſſed 
how glorious will that ROY AI be 
HAND appear, that ſhall be ho 
noured by Almighty God ſo far as to h. 
pull down theſe HI GH PLACE 
of Iniquity! Surely the Piety andi th 


Virtue of Her Preſent Majeſty artÞth 


ſuch as only want a due Repreſen ] G 
tation of this Matter, by Perſons pro- | by 
per to direct Her Pious Diſpoſition th 
to effect this good Work : hic 
would render Her Majeſty moſt F 
Dear to GOD, and moſt admirable toſ te 
Her beſt Subjects, who. cannot but | A 
regret that ſuch ſcandalous Perſons 
as the Players, are called Her Maje- 2 
ſiys Servants ; and that ſuch an im- 
moral Nuſance as May-Fair — h 
of 


* 
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ip ſo nigh Her Majeſtys Court. There 
can be no reaſonable Fear of ill Con- 
tal ſequences from ſuch a Reformation: 
m For God will be with them that 
om are with him, and will honour 
| thoſe that honour him. 
ed} Some have pleaded in the Behalf of 
I both thele, that the Grecians and Ro- 
ho- Imans,and other famous Governments, 
ta have indulged publick Sports and 
Es Plays, as the wiſe Senate of Venice does 
ind their Carnival to this Day. But to 
art f this it may be replied, that the 
en Grecians and Romans were undone 
r0- [by their Vices and Effeminacy ; and 
ion that the wile Venetian Senate is ve- 
ich ry ſenſible, that if they follow their 
oli Examples, it will as certainly tend 
to to the Ruine of their Republick : 
bu And therefore they have iſſued out 


Ons | their Order aforementioned, to put 


Je. a Stop to Impiety and Obſcenity. 


m- Some others have advanced 
" higher in their Defence, and have 
off * 
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22 Reaſons for Suppreſſing 
argued, that the Plays may be made 
as uſeful as Sermons, and no less 
effectual to the Improvement ot 
the Minds and Morals of Men. 
But till they demonſtrate the Viſtitu- 


tion of theſe Plays from God, till | 
they can prove that the Players Þ 


are anointed of the Holy Spirit, to 
ſeparate and capacitate them for their 
divine Work, or are indeed really in- 


clined to do this; and till they can] 
produce an expreſs Promiſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Fountain of Spiritual Life, Þ 


that He will be with them to invigo- Þ 


rate and ſucceed their pious Labours pi 


to the End of the Norid; no wile and] 

ood Perton can be of their Mind. 
There is no doubt but they may Þ 
be reduced tro better Uſes than to Þ 


corrupt and deſtroy Men, as they now PF ri 


do: But then, the Perſons mult be 
better, and they muſt renounce their 
uſual Plea, that they are under a 

Ne- 
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e Neceſſity of Humouring the Vices 


fit thereby. This, alas! is a pro- 
feſſed Study to make the good Part 
of their Spectators bad; (if any that 
are good be found among them) and 
the bad worſe: As Mr. Collier and 
others have demonſtrated. But of 
- Þ this their Deſign of corrupting Mens 
n Þ Morals, we need no other Proof but 
the ſhameleſs Expreſſions of the 
„Players themſelves; whoſe Hardi- 
- neſs in the Caule of Atheiſm and Im- 
's Þ piety ſcorns the vulgar Subterfuges 

of glancing Intimations and a double 


Meaning. They dare fix the Stan- 


and defie Religion in expreſs Terms 
ridiculing its Votaries as dull Igno- 
e rants, who have not the Sence and 
ir Vit to be vicious, that is, to be 
a Fools and Mad-men. Witnels the im- 
- Þ pious Lines of the Prologue, ſpoken 
ar the opening of their New Theatre 
B 4 in 


d 

1. 

„dard of Atheiſm on the open Stage, 
0 

N 


Jof the Age, to procure the greater 
| Þ Auditory, and reap the greater Pro- 
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24 _ Reaſons for Suppreſſing 
in the Hay-Marketz when that perni- 
cious Machine of the Pre of Darkneſs 
was firſt ſet on Work, and (to keep 
to the good Arch-Biſhop sMetaphor ) 
dedicated to its Infernal Maſter. 


In the dull Age of Ghoſtly Ignorance, 
How did Cathedrals riſe, and Zeal advance 


But now that Fious Pageantry's no more, 


And Stages thrive as Churches did before. 


Wie fee here, with what Con- 
tempt and Scorn they mock the 
Service of God, and the Aſſemblies 
of his Servants; making their 
Boaſts that Men love Darkneſs more 
than Light, which is the Shame and 
Condemnation of the World. Theſe 
Lines, with more of the like kind, 
may convince all Men, that at- 
tempts to regulate the Play- Houſes 
have been, and will be in vain. 
For what they here ſay, is indeed 
undeniable; namely, that the Hou- 
ſes of God will be lighted and diſ- 
uſed, as thele Chappels of the Devil 


art 
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are eſteemed and frequented; be- 
cauſe Men cannot love contrary Ob- 
jects, or ſerve contrary Maſters, at 
the ſame Time. And we have ſeen 
the Thing verified by the Event; 
for that the Contempt of Religion 
and Virtue, and the Inſulting of Sa- 
cred Things, have been exccedinoly 
heightened by this Nurſery of Vice 
and Prophaneneſs. And therefore 
one cannot forbear to ſay, that all 
Chriſtians are, as ſuch, indiſpenſi- 
bly obliged to endeavour the Over- 
throw X theſe Fortreſſes of Impiety, 
even to the utmoſt Extent of cheir 
Power and Sphere. 

It is indeed very deplorable, that 
in ſuch a declared Oppolttion to 
GOD and good Manners, and to 
the Prince of Light and his Church; 
any Chriſtian can think it conſiſtent 


wich his Baptiſmal or Euchariſtical 


Vows to ſtand Neuter, when our 


Lawgiver and Judge hath averred, 
that be that is not with him, is againſt bim; 
and 
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and that be that gathereth not with him, 
{cattereth abroad. And it is yet more 
diſmal, and even horrible to the 
laſt Extremity, that in fome Com- 
panies, and even in ſome Churches 
in theſe famous Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, ( which are bleſſed 
with divine Light above moſt other 
Cities in the World) he that hath the 
Integrity to ſpeak or preach againſt theſe 
Play- Houſes, is ſure to be cenſured 
and ridiculed for it; and this by Per- 
ſons of no vulgar Character. This 
does moſt aſſuredly bode us ill, if 
there be not a ſpeedy Redreſs: And 
this cannot probably be effected( with 
humble Deference be it ſpoken) by 
any humane Means, but by Her 
Majeſties vigorous Oppoſition to it, 
attended by the pious Efforts of the 
principal Miniſters in Church and 
State. And in Truth the Caſe is 
ſo important, that if Men do not 
take the Matter into their Hands, 
God will, and then wo unto us. 
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What Judgment and Deſolat ions 


may we reaſonably expect in nomi- 
nal Chriſtendom, till it becomes real- 
ly ſo! Till Chriſtians appear in their 
Lives ſuitable to their divine Author, 
their ſacred Yows, and infinite Ex- 
pectations. Why do we not lee, 
that the Bleſſings of Peace and true 
Proſperity cannot come upon us, till 
we more value our Alliance with 
God, and ceaſe figbting againſt him? 
And til we more heartily maintain 
our Warfare againſt the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, according to 
our Vows? The Judgments of God 
will teach us this, if his Mercies do 
not. 

It muſt ſurely be as a piercing Dag- 
ger to the Breaſt of every wiſe and ſe- 


| riousPerſon, to ſee wich what Induſtry 


many 8 to ſubvert the Foundations 
of our heavenly Religion; with what 
Impudence others ie its ado- 


rable Myſterics ; with what Efront try 
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ſome others trample on its holy 
Commands ; and with what a Belial- 
Spirit others ſeek ro confound all Or- 
der, and deſtroy all Decency in'the 
Chriſtian Church; and withal to 
conſider the common Banter of Sa- 
cred things, learnt very often from 
the prime School of it, the Play- 
Houſe: And yet that in the midſt 
of all theſe portentous Evils, our in- 
teſtine Diviſions about things not to 
be weighed againſt the leaſt Part 
of any of theſe capital Miſchiefs, 
with a ſupine Neglect of ſpiritual 
Concerns, ſhould obſtruct that 
hearty and unanimous Oppoſition 
to thele fundamental Corruptions, 
which is neceſſary to our prelenc 
and eternal Peace. 
The Words of an ingenious 
young Gentleman, lately on his 
ſick Bed, deſerve a particular Re- 
oard : Who lamenting the Follies 
of his ill Life, ſpake to a Divine 
then 
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then preſent, to this Effect: Sir, As 
you love the Souls of Men, preach a- 
gainſt the Play- Houſes. They compaſs 
Sea and Land, to get all the Temptati- 
ons the World affords into their Poſ- 
ſeſſion: And it is not poſſible for young 
People to repair to them without Da- 
mage. I am ſure they have undone me 
for ever, except infinite Mercy prevents 
it. 

After all this, how vain will the 
Plea of thoſe Perſons appear; who 
ſay, if theſe Vices and Impieties 
were not acted on the Stage, and 
committed in this Fair, they would 
be committed in other Places; ſo 
that altering the Place of Action 
ſignifies little. To which it may 
be anſwered, that the Stage and this 
Fair have at preſent the Counte- 
nance of the Royal Grant, and the 
Face of Authority, withour which 
they durſt not appear in Publick 
and there is a vaſt Difference be- 

; tween 
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tween flagrant Scandals under public 
and eminent Countenance, and skulh- 
ing Enormities under publick Prohi- 
bition, and eminent Cenſure and Con- 
tempt. 

It may alſo be alledged in the 
Behalf of this Fair, that a Regulati- 
on of it may be a ſufficient Redreſs to 
theſe Complaints, as in the late pru- 
dent Regulation of the Fair in Weſt- 
Smithfield, without the total Suppreſ- 
ſion of it. 

In Anſwer to which be it con- 

ſidered; 

That the Fair in n We(t-Smithfiel 
was granted but for Three Days, 
but this in Brook field for Sixteen: 
And this Length of Time will coun- 
renance ill People to make their 
Settlement there. 

And further, the Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Officers of the City 
of London, meet with becoming Re- 
verence aſually in their Pra, 

an 
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and Offenders ſtand in Awe of them. 
It is otherwiſe in Ma- Fair, where 
the Peace-Officers venture their Lives, 
and worthy Mr. Cooper loſt his, in 
endeavouring to keep Her Majeſties 
A | 

Be it alſo conſidered, That the 
Fair of Brook field being held in the 
Beginning of the Month of May, and 
continuing above Half of thar 
Month : Mulcitudes of the younger 
ſort, who are the moſt ſuſceptible 
of Tempration, are drawn toge:her 
here, to the Ruine of many of them. 
Bartholomew- Fair had the ſame Ten- 
dency, but not in ſuch favourable 
Circumſtances. 

So that upon an impartial Conſi- 
deration of this Matter, it cannot 
but be hoped, that all Perſons of true 
Honour and Virtue will heartily aſſiſt 
in the Suppreſſion of that which is 
only a FAIR in Name, but indeed 
a RIOT; and alſo of that which 
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is only the Name of Diverſion and 
Recreation, but is indeed the Diſho- 


nour of God, and Deſtruction of 


Men. 

In Truth, the Extirpation of ſuch 
like viſible Nurſeries of Wickedneſs, 
is altogether neceſſary to obtain the 
Favour of Almighty GOD, in order to 
our preſent and eternal Welfare ; ne- 
ceſſary to prove, that we are in ear- 
neſt in the Profeſſion of the Faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and in the Vows of our 
Baptiſm _—_ the Pomps and 
Vanicies of this wicked World; ne- 
ceſlary to the Honour and Reputati- 
on of the reform d Religion; neceſſa- 
ry to bring thoſe Wars to a hap- 

y End, which have waſted our 
Blood and Treaſure for about Twent) 
Years ; neceſlary to the Safety of Her 
Majeſty's Perſon, to the Honour of 
Her Majeſtys Government, and to 
render Her moſt excellent Proclama- 
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4 effectual to the bleſſed Ends propo- 


ſed by them; and in fine, neceſſa- 


ol to prevent the Return of the Pe- 


ch 
5 
he 
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ilence, Fire, Civil Var, and other 
public! Calamities ; with which we 
have already been viſited in a dreads 
ful manner for our Sins: from 
which, if we are not yet willing 
to be reclaim'd, after all the Me- 
thods of Mercy and Judgment that 
have been diſpens'd to us for this 
End, we are in danger, notwith- 
ſtanding all our Self- Flatteries, of 
being puniſhed yet ſeven times more 
for our Sins. 


It will not be improper to ſub- 
join the Preſentments of the Grand 
juries of Veſtminſter and Middleſex, 
made at their laſt Seſſions reſpe- 
tively, relating to the Diſorders and 
Euormities of this F AIR. : 
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The Preſentment of the Grand J ury 
of Weſtminſter againſt May-Fair, 
made Nov. 29. 1708. 


W E the Grand- Jury for the Body of 
this County of Middleſex, being 
ſenſible of our Duty to make Preſentments 
of all ſuch Matters and Things as are pub- 
lick Enormities and Inconveniencies ; and 
being encourag'd by the Noble Example 
of the Worthy Magiſtracy of the City of 
London, in their late Proceedings againſ 
Rartholomew- Fair ; do preſent, as a, publick 
Nuſance and Inconvenience, the Yearly ri. 
otous and tumultous Afſembly, in a Place 
call'd Brook-feld, in the Pariſh of St. Mar. 
tin in the Fields, in this County, call'd May 
Fair ; in which Place many looſe, idle, and 
diſorderly Perſons do rendezvouz and draw 
all young Perſons, Servants, and others, to 
meet there to Game, and commit lewd and 
diſorderly Practices, to the great Corrupticn 
and Debauchery of their Virtue and Morals; 
and in which, many & great Riots, Tumults, 
Brcaches of the Peace, open and notorious 
Leu dneſs, and Murder it ſelf, have been 
committed, and are likely to be committed, 
| | i! 
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il not prevented by ſome wiſe and prudent 
Method. And for that the ſaid Fair, being 
ſo near Her Majeſty's Palaces, it is, and may 
be very dangerous to Her Royal Perſon 
and Government, by ſeditious and unrea- 
ſonable Men, taking thereby an Occaſion 
to execute their moſt wicked and traiterous 
Deſigns. WHEREFORE, and becauſe the 
aid Fair, as it is now uſed, both actually is, 
and hath ſo fatal a Tendency to the Cor- 
ruption of Her Majeſty's Subjects, Violati- 
on of Her Peace, and Danger of Her Perſon, 
We humbly conceive it worthy the Care 
of thoſe in Power and Authority to rectify 
the ſame; 


« 
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The Preſentment of the Grand Jury 
for the County of Middleſex, a- 
gainſt May-Fair, at the Seſſions at 
Hicks's-Hall, Dec. 6. 1708. 


E the Grand-Jury, at the General 
Seſſions of the Peace for the Coun- 

ty of Middleſex, held at Hick's-Hall, in 
St. John-ſtreer, in this County of Middle- 
ſex, on Monday the Sixth Day of Decem- 
ler inſtant, taking notice of a Preſentmenr, 
by the Grand- Jury, the laſt Term; at Weſt- 
CG 2 -.- maſſer; 
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36 Preſentments of the 
minſter, againſt May-Fair: And being too 
ſenſible that the Allegations thereof are 
true, cannot but highly approve of the 
ſame ; and being a Grand- Jury of the ſame 
County, do think it our Duty to folloy 
their laudable Example, as being alſo en. 
courag'd by that of the worthy Magiſtrates 
of the City of London, in their effectual 
Proceedings againft Bartholomew Fair: We 
do therefore preſent the ſaid Fair, in this 
County, call'd May- Fair, to be a publick 
Nuſance, very dangerous to Her Majeſty's 
Royal Perſon, and an Occaſion of many 
Breaches of Her Peace, and the great Cor- 
ruption and Debauchery of divers of Her 
Subjects, particularly the younger People, in 
their Virtue and Morals, by Gaming, and 
other diſorderly and lewd Practices 
Wherefore, wethink it of great Importance 


to the Publick, That the laid Aggrievance 1 © 
be redteſs d. 
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The Preſentment of the Grand- Jury, at 
the General Quarter Seſſions of the 
Peace holden at Weſtminſter, in and 
for the Liberty of the Dean and 
Chapter of the Collegiate-Church of 
St. Peter, Weſtminſter, of the ci. 

ty,Borough, and Town of Weſtmin- 

ſter, in the County of Middleſex, on 

Monday, the 1oth of this inſtant 

January 1708, 


S we are Inhabitants, and moſt near- 4 
ly concern'd,ſo we are moſt tenderly 1 
affected with, and have greateſt reaſon to 
complain of, the yearly dangerousRiots and 
Tumults committed within this City and 4 
Liberty, at May-Fair ; and the rather, be- 4 
cauſe the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice, has 1 
been found inſufficient to ſtop the many 
Irregularities, and prevent the great Diſor- 4 
* ders thereof. The preſenting and puniſh- 
| ing ſome particular Perſons (it they could 
be found) is not likely to produce a ſuffi- 
cient Remedy; And whereas the End of 
the Grant is moſt notoriouſly perverted, 
and the ſame is now kept on foor, to bring, 5 
to- | 4 
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together ill· diſpoſedPerſons, who meet there 

to Game, and commit lewd and diſorderly 

Practices, whereby many of Her Royal Ma- Dn 
jeſty's Subjects are Debauched and Corrupt- 
ed, eſpecially the younger People. Upon 
all which Accounts, we cannot but lament 
that within this Liberty, there ſhould te 
ſuch a Narſery of Vice and Debauchery, 
which, as ſuch, we cannot but look upon 
as a very great Misfortune to our ſelves, 
our Children, and Servants, whoſe Habita- 
tions are ſo near the ſaid Fair. We there- 
fore ſhould think our ſelves happy, if, as 
the Honourable City of London (by the 
commendable Zeal and worthy to be imi- 
tated Care of its Magiſtrates) is freed from % 
the Inconveniencies of Bartholomew- Fair. C. 
the City of Weſtminſter likewiſe (ſo near- Idi 
ly allied to it) could by the zealous Care Ifir 
of irs Magiſtrates, be deliver'd from the IH 
miſchievous Conſequences attending May- Iq 
Fair. Which Addreſs was favourably re- NA 
ceiv'd by the Bench of Juſtices, & c. le 
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14> Un Saturday the 12th Inſtant, the 


Gentlemen of the Grand- Jury for the 
County of Middleſex, made the fol- 
lowing Preſentment to the Court of 
Queens Bench at Weſtminſter ; 
which the Court received very favour- 
ably, and returned Thanks to the 
Grand- Inqueſt for the ſame. 


W E the Grand- jury of the Hundred 
of Ofſulſton, in the County of Mid- 
lle ſex, having been Sworn, and received in 
Charge to enquire into all Routs, Riots, and 
diſorderly Practices within this County, do 
find our Selves obliged to lay before this 
Honourable Court the miſchievous Conſe- 
quences of May. Fair, which we Preſent as 
a notorious Aſſembly of dangerous, looſe, 
lewd and debauched People of both Sexes, 

who Day and Night meet there in very 
great Numbers, not only in Contempt, but 
down-right Oppoſition to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrates; whom neither the Authority 
Jof the Juſtices or Conſtables can hitherto 
compel to keep the Peace, or avoid thoſe 
ſcandalous, lewd, debauched Practices, 
which are continually committed there, 

ta the great Diſhonour of God, and our 
Holy 
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Holy Religion; in which being interrupt. 
ed by the Conſtables, they are not only 
menaced, but ſometimes beaten and 
wounded ; and not long ſince one of the 
Conſtables was there Killed, in the Execu- 
tion of his Office, to the great Terrour of 
thoſe Officers, who are even afraid to ap- 
pear to do their Duties in that diſorderly EF,” 
Place: So that if Remedy be not ſpeedily FE 
apply'd, and the numerous Meetings of 
vicious Perſons there prevented, it is to be 
feared, they will encreaſe to very dange- 
rous Ends and Purpoſes ; befides the De- 
bauchery of the Youth, not only of all 
the Neighbourhood thereabouts, but even 
of the Cities of London and Weſtminſter ; 
by which means Atheiſm greatly encreaſes; 
for whilſt People live as if there was 
no God, they are eaſily induced to 
ſay, or make themſelves believe there is 

none, and to deny his very Being; the ſad 
Conſequences thereof are evident; beſides, 
by means thereof the Government cannot 
have any Security from ſuch People, who 
cannot be held by any ſacred Ties : This 
Honourable Court will pleaſe to remem- 
ber, That a Fair of the like nature, near 
the ſaid Place, came to that intolerable 
height of Lewdneſs and Diſorder, in the 
Reign of King Charles the Second, that His 


Mar 
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pt- 7 Cn . 
many Years before his Demiſe 
ps. bee the ſame; which, however, has 


the ferived again by another Name, as alſo 
ecy. Their old evil exorbitant Courſes. In Con- 
ir of Neratien whereof, We the ſaid Jury do 
\ ap. Nſent the ſaid May-Fair as a very great 
erly blick Nuſance; and pray this Honoura- 
dily F. Court will fo repreſent this Matter to 
- of Her Majeſty, that She may be graciouſly 
> be Neaſed to ſuppreſs the ſaid Fair, as a Nar- 
ge. 5 of Vice and Atheiſm; or that your 
De. Lordſhips will pleaſe to take ſuch other 
a Nethod therein, as to the Wiſdom of this 
ven Nourt ſhall ſeem moſt effectual. 


er: 
9 
les; 


Now fince Three of thele Preſentments 
nake a very honourable Mention of the 
Order of the Lord- Mayer, and Aldermey, 
nd Common-Council of the City of Lon- 
un, by which the Diforders of Bartholo- 
ew- Fair were ſuppreſs'd ; a Copy of the 
ud Order is hereunto annexed. 
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Com. Concil. tent. in Cam. Guild-Hal 
Civitat. London, die Mercurii |, 
cundo die Junii 1708, 


HIS Court taking Notice, That thi 

Fair of St, Bartholomew, according 

to the original Grant thereof, ought to b. 
holden Annually Three Days, and- nc 
longer. And that by continuing the faic 
Fair for Fourteen Days, as of late hat 
been practiſed, and the Erect ing anc 
Setting up Booths in Smithfield of er 
traordinary Largeneſs, not occupied | 
dealers in Goods, Merchandiſes, Sc. pre 
per for a Fair; but uſed chiefly for Stage 
Plays, Muſick, and Tipling (being fo ma 
ny Receptacles of vicious and diſorder] 
Perſons) Lewdneſs and Debauchery have 
apparently encreaſed, Tumults and Dif 
orcers frequently ariſen, and the Traffick o 
the ſaid Fair, by the Traders and Fair-keep- 
ers reſorting thereto, greatly interrupted 
and diminiſhed, After long Debate, 
and ſerious Conſideration had of the fame, 
and being deſirous to put a Stop ( ſo far 
as in them lies) to the further ſpreading of 
Wickecneſs and Vice, to preſerve the 
Peace of Her Majeſties Subjects, and re- 
ſtore the ſaid Fair to its primitive Inſtitu- 
tion, 


tic 
to 
W 
A 
W 
fo 
Cl 
m 
ft 
U 
o 
a 
2 
0 
t 


An Order, &c. 43 
tion, and the Traders reſorting thither, 
to the full Enjoyment of their Trades, 
without any hindrance or Obſtruction. 
And this Court being of opinion, that no 
ways will be ſo effectual for the End a- 
foreſaid, as reducing the ſaid Fair to its an- 
cient Time of Continuance, doth unani- 
mouſly reſolve, and ſo order, that for the 
future, the ſaid Fair ſhall be kept Three 
Days only, and no longer (that is to fay) 
on the Eve of St. Bartholomew, that Day, 
and the Morrow after, being the 234,24th, 
25th Days of Auguſt ;of which all Perſons 
concerned are to take Notice, and govern 
themſelves accordingly. 
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